Portsmouth, Virginia Police Department 
General Orders Manual 
Traffic Law Enforcement OPR | 30 


Effective: 07.01.07 3 pages 
Supersedes: | OPR-30 (06.01.05) 


PURPOSE: To establish guidelines and procedures for the enforcement of state and city 
traffic laws. 


GUIDELINES: The Portsmouth Police Department is committed to eliminating traffic hazards, 
reducing traffic collisions, and to promoting safe and expeditious flow of vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic. The department will analyze, detect, observe, and prevent traffic violations 
by taking appropriate enforcement actions. Officers will strive to ensure that a positive citizen- 
police contact is achieved while performing these duties. 

PROCEDURES: 

l. General 


A. Traffic stops will be performed with due regard for the safety of the officer, the violator, 
and the surrounding traffic. 


B. All traffic stops will be called into Communications following the guidelines and 
procedures set forth in OPR-08, Police Radio Communications. 


C. Officers will maintain a professional demeanor, utilizing Verbal Judo techniques to gain 
voluntary compliance from the violator. 


D. The Officer will promptly inform the violator why he/she is being stopped. 

E. In accordance with VA Code 19.2-74, misdemeanor traffic violators will generally be 
released with a Virginia Uniform Summons, as opposed to being taken into custody, 
except for the following reasons: 

1. Reasonable belief that the violator will not appear in court. 

2. Identity cannot be established. 

3. Violator fails to cease the illegal act. 

4. Violator may cause harm to himself/herself or others if not taken into custody. 

5. Failure of the violator to provide a signature promising to appear in court or pay a 


fine. 
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6. The violator’s license is issued from a state that does not participate in the Driver’s 
License Compact. 


F. A verbal warning may also be appropriate under unique circumstances. 


G. Officers will reasonably ensure that the violator safely reenters the flow of traffic upon 
completion of the contact. 


H. Officers will adhere to all guidelines set by the courts regarding traffic summons 
procedures. 


|. Officers attempting to perform traffic stops in unmarked cars will seek the assistance of 
a marked patrol car when conditions indicate the violator may not see the signal to stop 
or may be suspicious as to the authority of the unmarked vehicle. 


J. Officers dressed in civilian attire will clearly identify themselves by stating their identity 
as well as displaying their badge and, upon citizen request, their Police identification 
card. 


K. Officers will have the action taken recorded in the CAD incident notes. 
(Ex: warning given for speeding, summons issued for Suspended license, etc.) 


ll. Use of RADAR/LIDAR 


A. Only Officers who are DCJS certified RADAR or LIDAR Operators are authorized to 
utilize RADAR or LIDAR in conjunction with traffic enforcement. 


B. Officers operating the RADAR and/or LIDAR equipment under routine circumstances 
will be in uniform. A supervisor may authorize alternate clothing, plain clothes or special 
uniforms during special enforcement operations. Officers issuing summonses resultant 
from RADAR or LIDAR enforcement efforts will be in uniform in accordance with ADM- 
17, Dress Code & Grooming Standards and VA Code 46.2-882. 


C. Officers will ensure that the RADAR/LIDAR unit is checked for accuracy and 
functionality prior to and at the conclusion of their shift if it was used as probable cause 
to initiate a traffic stop. The LIDAR check will be conducted at one of the approved pre- 
measured locations. 


D. Officers using LIDAR will, on request of any affected motorist, permit such motorist to 
observe the reading on the device, in accordance with VA Code 46.2-882. 


lll. Bicycle, Moped and Power-Assisted Scooter Enforcement 
Officers will enforce bicycle ordinances as outlined in Section 5 of the Portsmouth City 
Code and moped and power-assisted scooter ordinances as outlined in section 22 of the 


Portsmouth City Code using the same precautions and operational guidelines as outlined 
in Procedure I, above. 
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IV. Diplomats/Consulars/Foreign Officials (SEE ALSO: OPR-50, Foreign Nationals and 
Diplomatic Immunity) 


A. Officers will treat foreign diplomatic and consular personnel with respect and with due 
regard for the privileges and immunities to which they are entitled under international 
law. 


B. Any foreign diplomat (or family member), consular officers or employees, or other 
international organizational staff may be issued a summons for violation of traffic laws 
and ordinances. 


C. Officers will notify the United States Department of State of a contact with a foreign 
diplomat (or family member), consular officer or employee, or other foreign official, 
which results in the issuance of a traffic summons. In addition, officers will notify their 
supervisor. 


E. If the foreign diplomat (or family member), consular officer or employee, or other foreign 
official refuses to sign the summons, the officer will not compel a signature. The officer 
will issue a copy of the summons to the violator just as if it were signed. 


V. Voiding Traffic Summonses 


A traffic summons may be voided if extenuating circumstances surrounding the issuance of 
the summons deem it necessary. In voiding a traffic summons the following steps will be taken: 


A. The officer will contact their immediate supervisor as soon as possible to explain the 


reason the summons was voided and to permit the supervisor to review the officer's 
action. 


B. The officer shall print "VOID" and a concise statement of the reason, for the voiding on all 
copies of the summons. When voiding the summons, indicate the number of the new 
summons if one is issued. 


C. The officer will also complete a "Voided Ticket Form" (PPD-175) to be attached to, and sent 
with, the voided summons to the supervisor for review and signature. 


D. The supervisor will sign and forward the PPD-175 and attached voided summons to the 
Chief's office for review and consideration. 


E. Upon approval of the summons void, the Chief of Police will sign the PPD-175 and forward the 
form and voided summons to the Police Records Unit Sergeant for filing. 


APPROVED: 


Edward G. Long 
Chief of Police 
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